	Subject/Grade Level:  Social Studies / G2-G3

	Unit:  Where Do You Live?

	Lesson Title: Sentence Towers:   Lesson 1


	Description of the Learning-Teaching Context:  

Students are in a 2-3 grade level spit classroom with a wide range of learning and skills, styles and abilities.  One student is challenged with highly functioning Aspergers and a second student is along the Autism spectrum. Ethnic makeup is African American 3%, Asian 26%, Hispanic 4%, White 53%, and 
Multi-Ethnic 13%. Students who speak a first language other than English is 26%; Students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches is 19%.


	Rationale: 

Multi cultural customs and differences will be explored through and interactive puzzle of homes, through the reading of “ Bedtime!” by author: Swain, Ruth Freeman (beds and shelters around the world). This reading will help students recognize very different view-points and share a historical context through which to view their own life. They will see a common thread that we all share a basic human need for shelter and sleep. Sentence Towers will expand their self-concept of “home”.


	Objective:
· Students will know that . . .  we share a common need for shelter.
                 Homes can be made from straw. 
                 Homes can be made from wood. 
                 Homes can be made from mud. 
                 Homes can be made from ice.
· Students will recognize the commonalities and differences between cultures. 
                (that we all need sleep, that our beds are uniquely tied to culture, and environment)

· Students will know the conventions of sentence structure.




	Standards: 

GLE 1.3.1 Revise to improve text. Student rereads own writing (several times) for meaning. Looing for descioptive words, phrases, active verbs. Participates in peer conference (“Ethan, please read this and help me see if it makes sense?” Use adult and peer suggestions to clarify and revise writing.

GLE 1.4.1 applies understanding of editing appropriate to grade level.

GLE 3.1.1 Analyzes ideas, selects a topic, adds detail, and elaborates. Maintains a focus on specific topic. Uses personal experience and observation to support ideas.

GLE 3.3.1 Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions. Uses legible handwriting. Maintains consistent size, spacing and formation in handwriting of published work.


	Assessment: 
Sentences Towers (written in pencil) will be reviewed by the teacher, who will look for vivid verbs, strong adjectives, correct grammar and punctuation. Once approved, student will trace with black felt marker and add color to drawing.

	

	 Materials: 

Book:  “ Bedtime!” by author: Swain, Ruth Freeman.  Blank copy paper for class.   Colored pencils.

	Instructional Strategies 

Teacher Instruction 
Teacher will read kids during story/snack time after they come inform recess.

1) Guided Reading (Teacher guides small group reading for predicition, asking questions, clarifying and sumarizing) “ Bedtime!” by author: Swain, Ruth Freeman.

2) Homes Around the World Introduction.
This is a brief transition activity between reading and a LA lesson.

Guide the kids to complete this interactive puzzle. 

Invite them to click on tiles on the active board.

http://sadlier-oxford.com/readers/socialstudies/book2/intro.htm
3) Sentence Towers
Teacher will Show example and encourage kids to begin writing “I live in a home.” Or a short sentence variation thereof, surrounding the idea of home, and what a home means to them.  

Tell students they will create their best “published” work, with clean, clear ledgible handwriting. Check for correct spelling, punctuation and grammar

Use consistent, letter-size, spacing and formation.

Scaffold Instruction – assess progress.
Teacher, edits, first draft, approves for publishing.

Encourage Drawing with pictures to support the sentence tower story with details.

4) Gallery Walk / Public Display
Teacher will form a block of 24 different colored 
8 ½ x 11 construction paper squares with two paper clips at the top. Location will be in the hallway to attach and publicly display the LA / artwork.

	Student Activities
Students will sit, eat snack, listen to story, pair share to discuss / answer questions / summarize story.

Invite them to click on tiles on the active board to complete the homes around the world puzzle.

Students will write in pencil their sentence.

Students will pair share as needed in small table groups for peer assistance. “Does this makes sense?”

Students will fix/fancy and have this approved by teacher before tracing with felt marker in their best writing. Student revises SentenceTower.
Students will use colored pencil to construct and draw sentence towers.


	Closure: 

Give kids a 2 minute warning on wrap up. Ask a helper to collect felt markers. Ask a second helper to Put collect and put away colored pencils. Count backward from 15 seconds. (Dismiss by table group to put away in cubby to finish later)


	Management Issues: 
Give kids a 2 minute warning on wrap up. Ask a helper to collect felt markers. Ask a second helper to Put collect and put away colored pencils. Count backward from 15 seconds. (Dismiss by table group to put away in cubby to finish later)



	Modifications: 
To assist those who are struggling, I will circulate the room to help with word choice, adjectives, vivid verbs and conventions. I will ask kids to pair share to elaborate and add to their sentence towers. I will encourage detail in the drawing for those who are struggling with the writing. I will present a “cursive” option for the 3rd graders who are confident and ready.



	Enrichment: 

G3 students will partner in teams of four to compare/contrast the unique cultural characteristics of regions in the North America, including language, food, customs, religion, stories, music and art. Explain which states are located in the regions (NorthEast, SouthEast, MidWest, SouthWest, West) of the United States. 
Independent Computer Research: http://www.nashua.edu/novakc/regions/region.htm
Independent computer research on 50 states: http://www.50states.com/
King County Facts: http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/53/53033.html



Feedback:
I will offer encouragement and praise as I circulate the room during building activities. I will ask for a a heads down and show me on a scale of 1, 2, or 3 fingers if they think they understand the instructions and the learning objective. I will scaffold fast finishers to assist other students. I will review their sentence towers for adjectives, nouns, and structure, conventions, and detail. A gallery walk and public display of the finished sentence with/drawing will encourage peer feedback.

	Assessment of Teaching: 

TBD


	Sentence Tower Example:
I am building a home.

I am building a modest home.

I am building a modest home on the shore of a lake.

I am building a modest home on the shore of a very peaceful lake.

I am building a modest home on the shore of a very peaceful lake with a 180 degree mountain view.

I am building a modest home on the shore of a very peaceful lake with a 180 degree mountain view 
as far as the eye can see.

 (draw picture)


